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The start of the 2018 legislative session is upon us with Organization Day 
just two weeks away on November 21. ‘Org Day’ (as we say in the 
business) is the ceremonial starting point for the legislative session. For 
those of us who are statehouse regulars, Org Day is like attending a 
dysfunctional family reunion where you get to talk to your crazy uncle 
who tells you that we didn’t really land on the moon. It’s only a 
coincidence that Org Day typically falls two days before Thanksgiving, so 
it’s good practice.  

Summer study committees have completed their work, with the notable 
exception of the Alcohol Code Revision Commission. That group is 
working overtime to develop a list of recommendations that will be 
endorsed by the commission and considered by the legislature in 2018. It’s 
unclear at this point exactly what the commission will recommend. 
Chairwoman Beverly Gard at the last meeting directed commission 
members to submit their ideas for what should be in the report and the 
commission would vote on those ideas separately.  

The word on the street is that Sunday sales is a lock for passage. We 
think that position is a little over purchased and it’s going to take work to 
pass. But it is clear that 2018 may be the best session since the second 
Roosevelt administration to pass legislation allowing for Sunday carryout 
alcohol sales. It’s worth noting that support for a clean Sunday sales bill 
got a big endorsement last week when the Indiana Association of 
Beverage Retailers and the Indiana Retail Council joined forces to support 
passage.  

A legislative effort to legalize the sale and distribution of medical marijuana 
may go up in smoke (it’s ok to boo some of these jokes). While the issue 
seems to be gaining traction among Democrats and Libertarian-minded 
Republicans, Gov. Eric Holcomb (R) announced he opposes the effort. 
The governor revealed his legislative agenda last week and it focuses 
heavily on attacking the opioid crisis. The juxtaposition of liberalizing the 
state’s marijuana laws and driving state resources into addiction treatment 
is politically tricky to pull off simultaneously.  

A study committee charged with reviewing the state’s gun laws made a 
recommendation that came up short of recommending so-called 
constitutional carry, or carrying a gun without a permit. 

  

 

Top Events 

November 14 @1pm Senate  

Alcohol Code Revision 
Commission  

November 21 @1:30pm 

Organization Day 

November 23  

Thanksgiving  

December 1 @11am Senate 

Alcohol Code Revision 
Commission 

December 8 @11am Senate 

Alcohol Code Revision 
Commission 
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Statehouse News 

The 2018 session is a short one. The legislature must complete work by March 14 and we’re already hearing shoot-
from-the-hip political predictions about how early the legislature will wrap up and hit the road. The absence of 
weighty issues could make a shortened session more likely. We can’t golf in March anyway (well, maybe Whetstone) 
so we’re just fine going to the deadline.  

The shortened timeframe makes the first couple weeks of the session consequential. If bills don’t move out of 
committee by mid-late January, it’s an early indicator that those bills are likely dead for the session. Legislators also 
have limits on the number of bills they can introduce. With a couple exceptions to this rule, House members may 
introduce five bills and Senators can introduce ten. Up to 1,000 bills could potentially be introduced, but we doubt 
we’ll see close to that amount.   

Gov. Holcomb announced his legislative agenda for 2018. The agenda for the short session is focused largely on 
workforce development and the opioid crisis. Also on the agenda is adoption of the Say’s Firefly as the official state 
insect. This minor issue’s addition to the governor’s agenda has been mocked by the hardened, cynical media but is in 
fact a proposal presented by school children from Lafayette who want to move a bill through the legislative process.  

 

 

Political Roundup 

Two Indiana House members resigned last month and caucuses were conducted to replace them. Mike Braun (R-
Jasper) resigned so he can focus full-time on running for the United States Senate. He was replaced on October 31 in 
a caucus of precinct committeemen by Shane Lindauer. Rep. Lloyd Arnold (R-Leopold) stepped down from his seat 
after accepting an appointment by Gov. Holcomb as Director of Law Enforcement for the Indiana Department of 
Natural Resources. He was replaced on November 7 by Steve Bartels.  

Speaking of Mike Braun, he’s the first of the Republican candidates for U.S. Senate to run major TV ads. He placed a 
$350,000 buy in central Indiana. Braun is running with Congressmen Todd Rokita and Luke Messer and trails in 
money and name ID. This is a strong early indicator that he’s a legit candidate. If he can pull even with Rokita and 
Messer from an organizational standpoint by January 1, we think he’ll be in solid shape to make a competitive run as 
the contrast candidate.  

You may recall a guy no one ever heard of named Trey Hollinsworth started running ads in his congressional race in 
early 2016 and caught the rest of the field flat-footed. It’s not entirely an apples-to-apples comparison, but Tennessee 
Trey is now Congressman Hollingsworth. When you run campaigns the digital media guys will try to tell you no one 
watches television anymore and you should buy more digital ads. This is not entirely true. Facebook ads posted 
between pictures of food on people’s newsfeeds are great but don’t yet replace a major market 30-second ad during 
This Is Us, which I don’t watch but understand is a wonderful show. 

Former Eli Lilly & Company executive Alex Azar will soon be catching a commercial flight to Washington, D.C. to 
become the next Secretary of the Health and Human Services (HHS) agency. Former Secretary Tom Price was 
forced to resign after it was disclosed he was spending hundreds of thousands of dollars on private air travel on the 
taxpayer’s dime. Azar’s appointment makes it an all-Hoosier team leading the agency; former Pence and Daniels 
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advisor Seema Verma runs the Center for Medicaid and Medicare Services (CMS). Azar is expected to focus in part 
of the cost of health care and price transparency, which has been a big topic of conversation in the Indiana 
statehouse these past couple years. 

Democrats won big last week in the small handful of elections around the country. Races for governor in Virginia and 
New Jersey both went for the Democrats, which was not surprising. Republicans haven’t won a statewide election in 
Virginia since 2009 and their last Republican governor was indicted, which is generally unhelpful if you’re trying to win 
a governor’s office. The big news was the Virginia Assembly. Republicans went into Election Day with a super 
majority but lost big and the majority now sits at 51-49 and it’s not over yet: there are recounts in three races.   

What does this mean for Republicans and 2018? It’s popular to conclude that last week’s outcome was a rejection of 
President Trump and that’s partially true, especially in Virginia. Rural Republican counties saw lower-than-average 
turnout, while the precincts in suburban Washington, D.C. – where the swamp people live – saw high turnout for 
Democrats. In New Jersey, where Republicans lost power, outgoing Gov. Chris Christie’s popularity rating was 
somewhere in the single digits.  

It’s hard to draw any major conclusions about what 2017 means for 2018, but Republicans really have nowhere to go 
but down. The GOP holds 34 governorships, 32 state legislatures, the House and Senate, and the White House. Even 
in Indiana Republicans lost a state house seat in 2016 in a year when Trump won the state by 20 and Republicans 
won every single statewide office. (This is notable because the person who lost was my father-in-law and it made the 
1816 inc. holiday party a little awkward.) History is not on the side of the GOP; parties in power have lost midterm 
elections every cycle except three since the great depression.  

We could see the Indiana House lose a small number of seats, threatening their supermajority status. The race for 
U.S. Senate will largely turn on the national environment. If the country moves the way Virginia moved last Tuesday - 
voters elected a moderate Democrat who voted twice for Republican President George W. Bush – then the 
advantage could bend towards incumbent U.S. Sen Joe Donnelly (D-Indiana). 
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